
  

   

Newly approved projects under the $200 million 
Regional Economic Futures Fund (REFF) 

Central Queensland 

Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Biloela Industrial 

Estate 

Banana Shire 

Council 

Develop an industrial precinct to 

accommodate low carbon emission 

industries and other industrial 

activities in Biloela 

$5,400,000 

Circular economy 

and diversified 

supply chains 

grants program 

Queensland 

Government 

Provide targeted funding to support 

industry to move towards a circular 

economy and diversified supply 

chains 

$4,000,000 

Parkhurst Industrial 

Area 

Rockhampton 

Regional Council 

Improve accessibility to Parkhurst 

Industrial Area to enable new 

industrial investment in the region 

$3,000,000 

Defence industry 

precinct 

development 

Rockhampton 

Regional Council 

Support the development of a 

defence industry storage and 

distribution precinct in Central 

Queensland 

$1,000,000 

Industrial land and 

transport precinct 

planning 

Queensland 

Government 

Progress industrial land and 

transport precinct planning in 

Rockhampton 

$1,000,000 

Decarbonisation 

initiatives under the 

Central 

Queensland 

Statement of 

Cooperation  

Queensland 

Government 

Work with the signatories of the CQ 

Statement of Cooperation to deliver 

projects that support 

decarbonisation of existing industry, 

starting with a study into industrial 

ecology opportunities in Gladstone 

$1,000,000 

Business case for 

the South Yaamba 

Irrigation 

Development 

Rockhampton 

Regional Council 

Develop a business case for the 

South Yaamba Irrigation 

Development to enable extensive 

horticultural development and food 

manufacturing opportunities in the 

Gracemere and Parkhurst industrial 

areas  

$850,000 

Renewable 

Pathways Initiative 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and deliver renewable 

energy training and stakeholder 

engagement in Banana 

$375,000 

Low carbon 

building products 

prefeasibility study 

Queensland 

Government 

Fund study to assess local coal-

fired power station fly-ash for 

suitability as a feed stock for the 

manufacture of low carbon building 

products 

$350,000 
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Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Energy Supply 

Chain Transition 

Initiative 

Queensland 

Government 

Capture and document 

opportunities for existing suppliers 

to carbon-intensive mines and 

power stations to transition to 

supplying new industries 

$300,000 

Local government 

decarbonisation 

strategies 

Queensland 

Government 

Provide targeted support to 

councils to undertake a 

decarbonisation review and prepare 

a carbon zero strategy for council 

operations 

$203,910 

Biomass and waste 

for sustainable 

aviation fuel (SAF) 

feedstock study 

Queensland 

Government 

Undertake a biomass and waste for 

SAF feedstock study 

$125,000 

Regional social 

licence toolkit 

Queensland 

Government 

In partnership with the Local 

Government Association of 

Queensland, develop a ‘Regional 

Social Licence Toolkit’ to assist 

councils and communities to 

discuss and implement regional 

priorities with renewable energy 

proponents 

$100,000 

Empowering 

Indigenous 

businesses 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and deliver industry 

capability development materials to 

support Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander businesses wanting to 

enter renewable energy industry 

supply chains 

$40,000 

 

Darling Downs, South West and South Burnett 

Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Biggenden Rail 

Crossing (overpass 

removal) 

Queensland 

Government 

Upgrade the Biggenden Railway 

Crossing to improve regional freight 

efficiency and logistics 

$7,500,000 

Cherbourg 

industrial site 

upgrade 

Cherbourg 

Aboriginal Shire 

Council 

Support the expansion of the 

Materials Recovery Facility in 

Cherbourg to allow further 

processing of plastic beyond its 

current sorting capability 

$3,800,000 

Renewable Energy 

Training Hubs 

Queensland 

Government 

Establish specialist Renewable 

Energy Training Hubs in 

Toowoomba and Kingaroy with the 

specialist equipment needed to 

deliver specific training and 

$2,300,000 
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Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

education in support of 

Queensland’s growing renewable 

energy industry 

Mobile Renewable 

Energy Training 

Facilities    

Queensland 

Government 

Support regional training and 

delivery through Queensland's first 

‘Renewable Energy Training Truck’ 

with hydrogen, solar, wind and 

hydro training equipment and 

materials 

$2,250,000 

South Burnett 

Industrial Circular 

Economy Precinct 

South Burnett 

Regional Council 

Undertake a business case to 

develop industrial precincts in 

South Burnett, focused on new 

industry developments and circular 

economy practices. 

$750,000 

Renewable energy 

training resources 

and delivery of 

training (pilot) 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and deliver renewable 

energy training and stakeholder 

engagement in Kingaroy and 

Goondiwindi 

$750,000 

Intermodal 

Hub/Inland Port 

Precincts Murweh 

and Maranoa 

Regions 

Maranoa and 

Murweh Shire 

Councils 

Develop a business case and 

feasibility study for an intermodal 

and freight exchange facilities in 

Roma and Charleville 

$450,000 

Opportunity support 

for renewables 

Western Downs 

Regional Council 

Support communities and industry 

to manage, understand and 

respond the impacts and 

opportunities of renewable energy 

generation 

$400,000 

Ag plastic waste 

recovery and pre-

processing 

modelling 

Southern Downs 

Regional Council 

Work with industry and councils to 

trial mobile ag waste collection and 

pre-processing at several small to 

medium councils, with the aim of 

developing a business case model 

to reduce landfill and divert hard-to-

process stockpiles of ag waste to 

achieve circular economy or energy 

to waste outcomes 

$350,000 

Small council waste 

to energy feasibility 

study 

Goondiwindi 

Regional Council 

Undertake a feasibility study 

focused on developing solutions 

that add value to council waste 

streams and provide waste to 

energy solutions for the broader 

region, with outcomes to include a 

toolkit for small to medium councils 

to minimise economic and 

environmental waste 

$350,000 
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Greater Whitsunday 

Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Additional 

infrastructure at the 

Abbot Point State 

Queensland 

Government 

Establish additional 

infrastructure at the Abbot Point 

SDA to support global interest 

and investment in establishing 

$10,000,000 

Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Digital Drone 

Ranger 

Queensland 

Government 

Partner with Indigenous 

organisations to build capability and 

deliver commercially sustainable 

business models for tourism and 

land conservation activities 

$350,000 

Renewables 

precinct business 

case 

Balonne Shire 

Council 

Develop a business case to 

investigate a new industry precinct 

$200,000 

Local government 

decarbonisation 

strategies 

Queensland 

Government 

Provide targeted support to 

councils to undertake a 

decarbonisation review and prepare 

a carbon zero strategy for council 

operations 

$167,000 

Biomass and waste 

for sustainable 

aviation fuel (SAF) 

feedstock study 

Queensland 

Government 

Undertake a biomass and waste for 

SAF feedstock study 

$125,000 

Regional social 

licence toolkit 

Queensland 

Government 

In partnership with the Local 

Government Association of 

Queensland, develop a ‘Regional 

Social Licence Toolkit’ to assist 

councils and communities to 

discuss and implement regional 

priorities with renewable energy 

proponents 

$100,000 

Hydrogen project 

documentation and 

promotion 

Goondiwindi 

Regional Council 

Document and promote council’s 

hydrogen project to build 

knowledge and share learnings and 

outcomes 

$100,000 

Future ready 

workshop 

Queensland 

Government 

Deliver resource management and 

circular economy workshops 

$50,000 

Empowering 

Indigenous 

businesses 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and deliver industry 

capability development materials to 

support Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander businesses wanting to 

enter renewable energy industry 

supply chains 

$40,000 
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Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Development Area 

(SDA) 

large-scale production facilities 

for the export of hydrogen and 

accelerate hydrogen industry 

development 

Mackay State 

Development Area 

- Future Foods 

Precinct 

infrastructure 

planning and 

catalyse 

development  

Queensland 

Government 

Prepare a detailed infrastructure 

plan and catalyse development 

in the Mackay State 

Development Area  

$4,000,000 

Isaac Country 

University Centres 

Isaac Regional 

Council 

Support the establishment of a 

country university hub in the 

Isaac Shire 

$2,000,000 

Tourism industry 

support 

Queensland 

Government 

Support the tourism industry 

with environmental, social, and 

governance training and related 

initiatives 

$250,000 

Local government 

decarbonisation 

strategies 

Queensland 

Government 

Provide targeted support to 

councils to undertake a 

decarbonisation review and 

prepare a carbon zero strategy 

for council operations 

$100,000 

Biomass and waste 

for sustainable 

aviation fuel (SAF) 

feedstock study 

Queensland 

Government 

Undertake a biomass and waste 

for SAF feedstock study 

$125,000 

Regional social 

licence toolkit 

Queensland 

Government 

In partnership with the Local 

Government Association of 

Queensland, develop a 

‘Regional Social Licence 

Toolkit’ to assist councils and 

communities to discuss and 

implement regional priorities 

with renewable energy 

proponents 

$100,000 

Empowering 

Indigenous 

businesses 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and deliver industry 

capability development 

materials to support Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander 

businesses wanting to enter 

renewable energy industry 

supply chains 

$40,000 
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North West Queensland 

Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Cloncurry Business 

Incubator 

Cloncurry Shire 

Council 

Support the establishment of an 

industrial precinct that will attract 

ancillary business to support 

industry diversification 

$3,444,033 

Critical Minerals 

Training Hub in 

Mount Isa 

Queensland 

Government 

Establish a Critical Minerals 

Training Hub in Mount Isa with 

training materials, industry 

information and qualified trainers on 

the growing critical minerals sector 

$3,200,000 

Mount Isa Industrial 

Land Supply – 

Kalkadoon 

Industrial Estate 

Economic 

Development 

Queensland  

Develop additional industrial land 

opportunities in Mount Isa to 

support new projects and 

investment opportunities   

$3,000,000 

Mobile Renewable 

Energy Training 

Facilities 

Queensland 

Government 

Support regional training and 

delivery through Queensland’s first 

‘Renewable Energy Training Truck’ 

with hydrogen, solar, wind and 

hydro training equipment and 

materials 

$2,250,000 

North West 

Minerals Province 

(NWMP) Tourism 

Infrastructure 

Queensland 

Government 

Support the 10 NWMP councils to 

develop catalytic tourism projects 

focusing on infrastructure that will 

promote regional investment and 

increase local supply chains and 

workforces 

$2,000,000 

North West 

Queensland 

Common User 

Grain Facility 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop a Common User North 

West Queensland Grain Storage 

facility to expand regional 

agriculture 

$2,000,000 

Renewable Energy 

Training Hubs 

Queensland 

Government 

Establish specialist Renewable 

Energy Training Hubs in Mount Isa 

with the specialist equipment 

needed to deliver specific training 

and education in support of 

Queensland’s growing renewable 

energy industry 

$1,200,000 

Growing First 

Nations agriculture, 

bushfoods and 

botanicals in North 

West Queensland 

Queensland 

Government 

Development of a co-designed 

investment plan that includes 

economic, market and climatic 

mapping to support the growth of 

First Nations agriculture, bushfoods 

and botanicals in North West 

Queensland, and determine the 

best productions systems, crops 

and species 

$750,000 
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Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

North West 

Queensland 

agribusiness 

innovation 

diversification 

Queensland 

Government 

Support agribusiness innovation 

and diversification in the North 

West through a new grants 

program with a focus on 

technology-enabled diversification 

pathways for established 

agribusinesses 

$750,000 

Renewable energy 

training resources 

and delivery of 

training (pilot) 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and deliver renewable 

energy training and stakeholder 

engagement in Mount Isa and 

Cloncurry 

$750,000 

North West 

Queensland 

Renewables 

Project Pipeline – 

waste management 

study 

Queensland 

Government 

Complete a study to identify 

volumes of waste and opportunities 

to reduce or eliminate waste from 

the construction and maintenance 

of renewable energy projects 

$650,000 

Marketing 

campaign 

showcasing North 

West Queensland 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and implement two 

targeted marketing campaigns 

promoting the North West 

Queensland region as a place to 

visit 

$500,000 

Drone muster 

simulator  

Queensland 

Government 

Develop a drone mustering 

simulator that amalgamates 

traditional mustering methods with 

digital technologies 

$480,000 

Etheridge Shire 

Agricultural and 

Irrigation Precinct 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop an investment prospectus 

for the Etheridge Agricultural 

Precinct 

$400,000 

Local government 

decarbonisation 

strategies 

Queensland 

Government 

Provide targeted support to 

councils to undertake a 

decarbonisation review and prepare 

a carbon zero strategy for council 

operations 

$214,967 

North West 

Queensland 

Renewables 

Project Pipeline – 

impact assessment 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop a North West Queensland 

Renewables Project Pipeline to 

identify the impacts on transport-

related infrastructure and supply 

chains that will help to manage 

cumulative and regional impacts 

$150,000 

Outback Mount Isa 

Reptile and Wildlife 

Park  

Mount Isa City 

Council 

Prepare a business case and 

detailed design for an outback 

wildlife exhibit at the Outback at Isa 

visitor centre in Mount Isa 

$150,000 



 

 

 8 

Project name Proponent Description REFF funding 

Potential biofuels 

production using 

agricultural by-

products 

Queensland 

Government 

Undertake a biomass and waste for 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel feedstock 

study 

$125,000 

Empowering 

Indigenous 

businesses 

Queensland 

Government 

Develop and deliver industry 

capability development materials to 

support Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander businesses wanting to 

enter renewable energy industry 

supply chains 

$40,000 
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